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2017 Awards Jury Presentation Comments 
John Burgee FAIA, Marlon Blackwell FAIA , Tom Fowler AIA 

- Some of the presentations could of been improved and if presented in a different way, and might
have been eligible for an award.

- A number of projects presented had maybe too casual of an approach in telling a story. The crafting of
the presentation is just as important as the crafting of the building design.

Some suggestions:

- Show a complete story of the project, which includes showing enough of the project’s surrounding
environment

- Part of telling the story is two (2) fold:  it’s to show the context / situation in which you are operating
in and to clearly define what the challenges are and how are you solving them in a creative and
innovative way. Show it graphically; show it pictorially, it doesn’t operate as an object in space –
whether it’s part of the city, or landscape or urban environment or all of these simultaneously.

- Don’t lead out with a building plan or a site plan. Lead out with the best image you have.  That
communicates the aspirational aspect of a project.

- Your drawings need to be more than something taken out of a BIM or CAD file. The drawings need to
be reproduced (or redrawn) as presentation drawings for this compressed thumbnail presentation.

- Project’s should be accompanied with diagrams to help the jury to understand some of the primary
issues that you are resolving, like organization or proportions, nature, or special adjacencies, etc. This
will help the jury get below the surface of the project and not just merely the graphical aspects.

- Indicate in the narrative the challenges you were faced with, rather than just describe what you did.
The jury needs to know what you are trying to solve (restrictions and requirements were and how did
you solve them.)

- In preservation categories – need to see the before and the after, so the jury can determine what
improvement were made, or what was the extent of the restoration?


