
P R E S S

V o l u m e  I  
2 0 1 7 - 2 0 1 8



B O A R D  

O F  

D I R E C T O R S

President: Dan Johnston 
Vice President: Keith Rivera 

Treasurer: Robert Ooley FAIA 
Secretary: Matthew Beausoleil 
Executive Director: Tara Rizzi 

____________________________ 
 

Past President: Clay Aurell 
Past President:  Barry N. Winick 

Past President: Christopher A. Manson-Hing 
Past President: Jose Luis Esparza   

Past President: Ellen Bildsten, LEED AP 
 Director/ Past President: Peter Walker Hunt 

Director: Paul Rupp 
Associates Director: Erica Obertelli 

Director/Liaison USGBC Detlev H. Peikert, LEED AP 
Archives Director: Joseph H. Moticha 

Affiliate Director: Kevin Nimmons 
 Director:  Dennis Whelan  

 



A R C H I T E C T O U R S  

L I V I N G  W I T H  WA T E R



A R C H I T E C T O U R S  

L I V I N G  W I T H  WA T E R

This year's tour will celebrate "Living with Water." 
Our community benefits not only when water is 

managed as a limited resource, but also when water 
creates a multi-sensory experience within a structure, 
in a landscape or in a vista. It is the goal of this year's 

tour to demonstrate how water can be successfully 
integrated into the built environment. 

The six sites on the tour showcase the depth of 
knowledge and expertise of AIA architects in urban 

design, sustainability, accessibility, structural 
improvements, building materials, and historic 

renovation. Making architecture more accessible to 
the public, the tour offers a rare opportunity for a 

behind-the-scenes look at these exceptional 
properties. Tour participants will observe first-hand 

how architects transform ordinary spaces into 
customized environments using a variety of design 
solutions, and be inspired on how to embrace water 

conservation and management in their homes. 

Projects on the Tour Included 
GreenHouse and Greek Inspired Residence by 

Thompson Naylor, MOXI and Schulte Lane by AB 
Design Studio, Barnick Residence by the Warner 

Group, and Toro Canyon by Barton Myers
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Click here to read the Independent Article about 
ArchitecTours project Toro Canyon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click here to read the October 1st Newspress Article 
about the Tour! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.independent.com/news/2017/oct/05/architectours-2017/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ut27h7052e6b83y/Newspress%20100117.pdf?dl=0


A D V O C A C Y

Design Charrette 
Accessory Dwelling Units 



D E S I G N  C H A R R E T T E

On October 21st , AIA Santa Barbara held a design  
charrette to revitalize the Lower State Street corridor. An 
unprecedented rate of vacancies prompted City Officials 

to contact AIASB to generate new ideas for a vibrant 
urban core.  
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https://www.noozhawk.com/article/design_charrette_shopping_for_ideas_on_how_to_revitalize_state_street
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At the Prologue event, we had 6 speakers present on topics that were intrinsically intertwined with the issues facing 
lower State Street. Transportation, Housing, Retail, Historicism, and Homelessness were addressed. Each speaker 

referred to the current experience of Lower State as Earthquake 2.0, referencing the earthquake in the 1920s that lead to 
the complete transformation of Santa Barbara urbanism. 
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Over 60 local architects, planners, and landscape architects participated in our all day event at the Lowis 
Lowry Davis Center. Participants worked in teams of 6 designing 1) the state street spine 2) an assigned 

quadrant 3) a specific parcel(s). Using many forms of media, from water colors, to hand drafts, to 3D 
SketchUp Models, each team developed a vision of an urbanized Santa Barbara. After the charrette each 

team presented their designs to the public in 15 minute segments. 
Look at the Booklet here:  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/6d5ndmjqymhinuc/1%20Charrette%20Booklet%20Binding.compressed%20%281%29.pdf?dl=0
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https://www.noozhawk.com/article/design_charrette_make_state_street_work_aia_santa_barbara
https://www.independent.com/news/2017/oct/26/redrawing-future-state-street/
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C O U N C I L

On December 5th, AIA Santa Barbara presented the findings from the Charrette to the City Council and public attendees. 
Overall the council was very supportive, promising to address the issue of a priority housing overlay in their Housing 

Task Force. Dan Johnston, Serena Detlev Peikert, Ellen Bildsten, and Brian Cearnal presented.   
 

PowerPoint presentation is here 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/jbgwzike3jo72s0/State%20Street%20Design%20Charrette%20PP%20-%20DHP.pptx?dl=0
https://www.independent.com/news/2017/dec/07/tk-we-dont-need-no-stinking-task-force-tk/
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This year, Santa Barbara local officials began developing policy based on 
the State mandate for more ADU's to deal with the increasing housing 

crisis in California. Over the summer, AIA Santa Barbara hosted a 
moderated event with State Senator Bob Wiekowski, writer of the ADU 

bill. This event spurred the development of a devoted ADU Subcommittee 
that has been working with the city to ensure that enacted policy will 

work and not hamper ADU's in Santa Barbara. 
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In 2017, the Advocacy committee formed the Accessory 
Dwelling Units Subcommittee, who worked to analyze, 

develop proposed policies, and advocate the City of Santa 
Barbara on the new ADU zoning laws. This committee has 

been very active, attending planning commission meetings, 
writing its own ADU Ordinance, and holding community 

forums to address public concerns regarding the City's ADU 
policies.  

Look through the links below for an excerpt of all the ADU 
committee's hard work 

Press Release - Senator Bob Wiekowski  

Chair:  Cass Ensberg FAIA 
Committee:  Alex Pujo AIA,  Andreas Blomst, Ellen Bildsten 

AIA, Gil Garcia AIA, Lori Kari AIA, Natalie Cope Phillips, Paul 
Poirier AIA, Paul Zink AIA, Stephanie Poole AIA, Tom Jacobs 
AIA, Val Froscher AIA, Christopher Manson-Hing AIA, Tere 

Jurado, Kevin Dumain AIA, Everett Woody, Dan Johnston AIA 

Reports were written by Alex Pujo, AIA on behalf of the ADU 
Advocacy Committee

Letter to the Mayor
December Update from Sen. Wiekowski

Report Jan 17/ADU Forum Report  
Noozhawk Article by Kevin Dumain AIA 

Report Jan 25
Report Jan 31

Council Disbands Housing Task Force
Report Feb 23
Report Mar 2

Presentation of draft ordinance to City Council Oct 24 

https://mailchi.mp/a38543f545df/4ci3xr7zlu-787157
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/5adc59f4dd74d0d88ce493b6b/files/8364e98a-b664-45fb-be3a-7ca010e8977e/AIASB_Advocacy_ADU_101917.02.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/5adc59f4dd74d0d88ce493b6b/files/231670ad-c4d0-4aa3-823e-d671e86bd39a/ADU_Update_Brief_December_2017.pdf
http://lanedesignco.com/aiasb/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Planning-Commission-Report-1-25.pdf
http://lanedesignco.com/aiasb/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Planning-Commission-Report-1-31.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/5adc59f4dd74d0d88ce493b6b/files/9d0a01e5-c445-4a0e-8175-ad1d57783ff4/AUD_Update_Council_disbands_Task_Force.docx
http://lanedesignco.com/aiasb/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/ADU-Report-2-23.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/5adc59f4dd74d0d88ce493b6b/files/00c27833-5057-4e58-95fe-43232370752b/ADU_Update_3_2.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/d4f1b4522ff6/upcoming-events-news-787417
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Honorable Mention: 
Live Oak Bathhouse - Black Bird Architects |  MOXI Wolf Museum - AB Design Studio 

Merit: 
 Casa del Arroz - Thomas Bollay Associates | Teahouse - Ferguson Ettinger Architects 

1100 Santa Barbara St - DMHA Architecture 
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AIASB Holds Design Awards Gala 

Event Honors Achievements of Area Architects and 
Architecture 

Thursday, December 14, 2017 
by GAIL ARNOLD 

 
On December 9, The American Institute of Architects 
Santa Barbara (AIASB) held its Design Awards Gala at 
the University Club to honor the achievements of area 
architects and architecture. A sold-out crowd of 120 

guests mingled throughout the elegant University Club 
rooms, all exquisitely decorated for the holidays. After 
the reception hour, guests were seated for dinner in 

the dining room, where outgoing President Dan 
Johnston welcomed them and presented Executive 
Director Tara Rizzi, in recognition of her valuable 

service to the organization, with an honorary 
membership in AIASB. 

 
 

AIASB Fetes 2017 Design Award Winners 
Architect Brian Cearnal receives the Lutah Maria Riggs 

President Award for Lifetime Achievement 
Monday, December 18, 2017 

by ROCHELLE ROSE 
 

The American Institute of Architects Santa Barbara 
recently hosted its 2017 Design Awards Gala at the holiday- 

decorated University Club. 
The event honored the achievements of local architects and 

architecture, and drew attention to the legacy of great 
architecture in Santa Barbara and the value of quality 

design to the community and those who contributed to its 
creation. 

More than 120 guests supported the event, which featured 
a social hour, a buffet dinner and an awards program at 

the downtown club venue. 
 

https://www.noozhawk.com/article/aia_santa_barbara_fetes_2017_design_award_winners_20171218
https://www.independent.com/news/2017/dec/14/aiasb-holds-design-awards-gala/
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Santa Barbara Independent 
AIASB Holds Design Awards Gala 

Event Honors Achievements of Area Architects and 
Architecture 

Thursday, December 14, 2017 
by GAIL ARNOLD 
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Brian Cearnal 2017 

Nominated by Bill Mahan, AIA, to a board of past 
presidents of the AIA, Cearnal represents the community 

involvement and incredible design that 
exemplifies Lutah Maria Riggs' lifetime work in Santa 
Barbara. Mahan touts Cearnal as the modern George 

Washington Smith. 
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Santa Barbara News Press 
12/10/17 
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S P E A K I N G

Starting November of 2017, AIA Santa Barbara developed 
a once monthly column in the Santa Barbara 

Independent. This column is written by AIA members on 
local architectural issues, history, and thoughts.
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#1 
A Rationale for the Column 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 
by DENNIS WHELAN, FOR AIA SANTA BARBARA 

As many ideas do, this column came about through a chat 
over beers between the local chapter of the American 

Institute of Architects and the Santa Barbara 
Independent. Our shared vision for this venture is to 

delve into and dissect the role of architects and 
architecture in Santa Barbara: past and present and 

future. Santa Barbara is one of the truly unique places in 
this country. This column presents an opportunity to 

expand the conversation about this unique place that we 
share. Perhaps more than any other city in the U.S., Santa 

Barbara has retained the legacy of architects’ work and 
words, as there are few U.S. cities that have been 

influenced by, and retained the imprint of classical 
antiquity as has Santa Barbara. 

To guide and regularize Spanish settlements in the new 
world, King Philip II issued the Laws of the Indies in 1573 
—the first comprehensive guide to codify a city planning 

process and embody elements of a community general 
plan, which set forth every facet of creating a 

municipality, including this familiar clause: Colonists 
“shall try as far as possible to have the buildings all of one 

type for the sake of the beauty of the town.” 

https://www.independent.com/news/2017/dec/20/santa-barbara-chapter-american-institute-architect/
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#2 
The State Street Design Charrette 

December, 2017 
by BRIAN CEARNAL, FOR AIA SANTA BARBARA 
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#3 
History of AIA Santa Barbara Chapter 

Wednesday, February 1st, 2018 
by BILL MAHAN, DENNIS WHELAN, JEREMY WHITE and 

DAN JOHNSTON FOR AIA SANTA BARBARA 

The American Institute of Architects was established in 1875, the 
year that James Buchanan was sworn in as the 15th president of 

the United States and John B. Weller was elected the fifth 
governor of California. Ten years later, in 1867, the AIA had 

grown large enough to hold its first national convention in New 
York City. Although the population of Santa Barbara at that 
time was only around 2,000, newcomers from the east had 

begun to arrive in 1848, and they chose to build homes that were 
reminiscent of the ones they had left behind. As a result, adobe 

construction slowly gave way to wood. Stearns Wharf, 
completed 1872, made it easier to import lumber, and the 

transition to wooden structures quickened. Victorian became 
the city's architectural style of choice, mimicking developments 

in San Francisco. 
 

Santa Barbara's first professional architect, Peter Josiah Barber, 
arrived from San Francisco in 1869. By the time of his death in 
1905, Barber had designed some 140 buildings in the area and 
served two terms as the city's mayor. The city's second major 
architect was Thomas Nixon, who designed several buildings 
that are listed on the U.S. National Register of Historic Places. 

 
 

https://issuu.com/santabarbaraindependent/docs/sbi_re_629_02-01-18
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#4 
Architectural Archives of the AIA 

Wednesday, February 21, 2018 
by JOSEPH MOTICHA, AIA ARCHIVIST 

Recent events have put many residents of Santa Barbara 
and Montecito under pressure to document the structures 
on their property. Whether these buildings are houses that 

were lost or damaged in the mudslides or structures such as 
garages, sheds, and pool houses that homeowners wish to 
repurpose as fully licensed and legal ADUs, the AIA Santa 
Barbara’s Archives facility on the appropriately named 

Camino del Remedio can help. 
 

The staff of the archives offers assistance with finding and 
understanding plans and can help with clarifying the 
process of permitting new work. The archives are a 

tremendous resource to homeowners and their architects, 
providing background information necessary in the 

preparation of drawings for house renovation and addition 
permits. The archive of drawings for Santa Barbara County 

is an especially important resource in times of natural 
disasters such as those we have recently experienced in the 
county. Victims of such events are offered copies of plans 

free of charge. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.independent.com/news/2018/feb/21/architectural-archives-aia/
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#5 
Standards in Architecture 

What Property Owners Should Know About DOI Standards 
Thursday, March 15, 2018 

by ROBERT OOLEY FAIA, COUNTY ARCHITECT 

So you want to start a remodel project on your 
property, perhaps a small addition, second story, 
interior remodel, or detached studio space. There 

is something in the back of your head that tells 
you this might not be an easy task to accomplish 

— you would be right about that. This is 
especially true if your property is a designated 

landmark or on a planning watch list of 
properties of interest. Most jurisdictions have 

codes or policies that set forth requirements for 
when historic properties are under consideration 

for an improvement project. Most require the 
application of the U.S. Department of the Interior 

(DOI) Standards for the treatment of historic 
properties. These standards are required if state 
or federal grants are involved. Typically these 
standards do not apply to interior spaces, but I 
advise you to use them for every aspect of your 

project. The standards are simply organized into 
groups by “Recommended” and “Not 

Recommended.” For more detail, download and 
read the documents at 

nps.gov/tps/standards.htm. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.independent.com/news/2018/mar/15/standards-architecture/

